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From The Superintendent’s Desk — By Dr. Plas 

 February 2021—Issue 6 

 The 2021 legislative session kicked off in early January as they begin the long 90-day session. The 

budget will be thoroughly examined and cut appropriately as it is each year to match revenues. This year 

there seems to be more questions as we have yet to determine the final impacts that the coronavirus has 

had on the state of Nebraska. As they begin to look at areas to cut, if history holds true, one of the first are-

as will be K-12 education as it accounts for about 25% of the state budget.  While many do not think we re-

ceive state aid, we do for special education reimbursements and option enrollment.  Like many (170 of the 

244 schools in NE) we do NOT receive any type of equalization aid since our resources (property valuation) 

outweigh our needs according to the TEEOSA formula.  Due to this funding mechanism, Nebraska ranks 49th 

in the    country in state aid given to schools.  Because of the lack of state money being put into education it 

is not surprising that Nebraska also ranks 7th in the country for reliance on local property taxes.  Here at 

Lakeview, since we are not able to receive any type of ‘equalization aid’ from our state, our property own-

ers are forced to shoulder a large majority of the financial needs for our school district. 

 In many recent interviews, Governor Pete Ricketts has said high property taxes are a direct result of 

local schools overspending.  This is flat out NOT TRUE!  Nebraska schools have averaged a 3.25% increase 

per year to their general fund over the last 10 years.  Lakeview has outperformed that by averaging just a 
0.99% spending increase per year over the last 10 years despite our student population increasing by 

27%.  With increasing insurance rates, wages, electric costs, fuel costs, and transportation costs I would con-

sider these statewide and Lakeview increases pretty darn good!   

 In response to this negative publicity, Lakeview has been trying to be active in not only spreading a 

positive message about public schools but also working to advocate for a new funding mechanism for public 

education in our state.  We have been working with several organizations to come up with a common mes-

sage to take to the legislature that includes needing adequate and sustainable funding for K-12 education, and 

tax reform which reduces the over-reliance on local property taxes.  

 You will be seeing some articles in local and state newspapers in the next week or two about this 

very    topic.  Please know Lakeview is not sitting back and doing nothing about this misinformation and 

funding mechanism problem.  We want to be on the front lines trying to do what is best for our students, 

our school, and our patrons.   
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Congratulations to Jane Johnson for being   select-

ed as the Viking Way Student of the Month for 

December!  Jane is an excellent student who takes 

pride in her  academics. Jane is kind to others and 

is always a team player! Great job Jane!  

Congratulations to Kurt Schneider for being 

selected as the Viking Way Student of the 

Month for December!  Kurt is a good leader, 

and is a self starter who does well in his       

academics!  Kurt is a valuable team member and 

demonstrates passion for the activities 

he participates in!  Awesome job Kurt!  
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SENIOR PICTURES DUE NOW! 
It’s not too late to turn in senior pictures for this year’s yearbook, 
but we must receive them ASAP! Please submit headshots to Mrs. 
Schatz at kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org. If we do not receive a     
picture for your senior student by the end of the month, we will use 
the headshot taken for school pictures. These pictures will be 
used for the yearbook, for the senior slide show, and for the      
Columbus Telegram. 

Lakeview Snow Royalty Crowned during Pep Rally 

-Mrs. Jill Krienke, Senior Class Sponsor 

On Friday, January 15th, 2021, a Snow Coronation Pep Rally took place at Lak-
eview High School.  The following 9-12 students were previously selected by their 
classmates to represent their respective class in the 2020-2021 "No Ball-Snow Ball" 
coronation ceremony: 9th Hannah Allen, Blake Barcel, Taylor Greisen, Blake Ander-
son, William Hrouda, Kurt Schneider; 10th Josie Bentz, Sidney Jaixen, Jimena Ri-
ojas, Braxton Borer,  Maxwell Fremarek, Brenden Sloup; 11th Macy Stock, Madison 
Vogt, Lacy Williams, Zach Anderson, Simon Janssen, Adam Van Cleave; 12th Grace 
Hatcher, Abigail Lutjelusche, America Rodriguez, Shelby Smith, Maggie Vetick, Kev-
in Dominguez, Layne Forney, Orion Hunt, Oliver Jimenez, Austen Smith.  Winners 
were announced during our Fri, Jan 15th Viking Time Snow Coronation Pep Rally 
hosted by Homecoming Queen Reese Janssen and King Logan Jaixen.   

Congratulations to the 2020-2021 Lakeview Snow Royalty!  Chosen were the 
following: Queen Shelby Smith & King Orion Hunt, and their Snow Court class 
attendants Macy Stock & Simon Janssen, Jimena Riojas & Maxwell Fremarek, and 
Blake Barcel & Kurt Schneider.  

mailto:kschatz@lakeview.esu7.org
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Winter has come to our Shell Creek Kindergarten rooms! We have been 
reinforcing the season with songs, art projects and our Science units. 
The Kindergartners enjoyed creating snow pictures and even a snow-

men or two. During January, our students learned facts about living and 
non-living things, learned what animals do in the winter with vocabulary 
words like: migrate, adapt and hibernate. Another highlight was having 
the Lakeview FFA officer team come read to us. We love when the “big 

kids” come visit!!  

 In early February, we will discuss Groundhog’s Day, with the children 
predicting whether or not the groundhog will see his shadow. 

Early February also brings our 100th day of school! We will spend the 
entire day celebrating numbers and all that they have learned since 

school started.  

One area where we have seen enormous growth is in their writing.  
They will continue to explore writing with popcorn words and invented 
spelling as they complete many creative writing projects, especially 

Valentine’s day week. 
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What is Math Anxiety? 
By: Brittany Niedbalski 

 Does your child often avoid math homework or get easily frustrated when trying to solve 
mathematical problems?  Do you as a parent feel   frustrated or overwhelmed with helping your   
student with math?  The cause of the math stress is often math anxiety.  Math anxiety includes an 
extreme negative physical, emotion, and cognitive reaction to math that hinders a persons ability to 
learn and perform math activities.  Students as young as five years old can experience math anxiety, 
this not only affects standardized testing, and school exams but also affects a students ability to 
learn new math concepts.  Math anxiety can also affect other areas of a students or adults life, it can 
impact the career choice a person makes, and it can affect their financial and personal choices due 
to avoidance of using math. 
 What can we do to help a student with math anxiety? 
If we notice our child is experiencing math anxiety, we can increase our knowledge in math and not 
show anxiety towards math or a negative attitude towards math.  Find math apps to help our child 
increase their  confidence in math and increase his/her skills in math as an app is not judgmental 
and cannot react to a students behavior towards math.  Praise your child when he or she has math 
success and remind him/her of their past math success to boost self-confidence. Talk to your child's 
teacher about what you are seeing and experiencing at home, he/she may be seeing the same 
things at school and you can work together to make a plan to help your child be successful at home 
and school. 

2nd Grade December Happenings at Shell Creek 
 December was a busy month for Shell Creek 2nd Graders! We had many exciting things 
going on-a Santa visit, Christmas around the World activities, and a Gooney Bird Greene novel 
study in reading-just to name a few!  
 The 2nd graders gathered in Mrs. Osten’s classroom one December morning to Zoom 
with Santa. We wrote letters to him and got to chat about our favorite cookie and what was on 
our list. 
 You might catch a 2nd grader saying “God Jul” around Christmas time. We learned about 
all sorts of countries and how they celebrate the Christmas season. We even got to do a craft 
for each country we learned about as well. Yule logs were made when we learned about France 
and stockings for England. 
 Second graders also got to read a novel-Gooney Bird Greene. Gooney Bird is a unique 
student who enters a 2nd grade classroom a month into the school year. She dresses oddly and 
she’s a great storyteller! We had so much fun reading together and learning writing tips from 
this novel study! 
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From Mr. Bentz’s 6th grade classroom 

 

The 6th graders are super excited to have trout in the classroom once again! 

We received our trout eggs on Jan 14th and are currently watching them grow.  

The students do weekly water tests on pH, ammonia, nitrites, and nitrates to 

make sure our levels our safe and healthy for our trout.  They will begin feeding 

them soon and are excited to watch them grow through the rest of the year.  We 

do not get to release them at Schramm park this year again, due to COVID but 

we are working on a plan where they will be able to hopefully release them   

somewhere.  I post weekly twitter updates of short videos to show how they 

trout are growing and changing.  You can follow me on twitter at @BentzDon if 

you’d like to see the progress. 

We completed our winter MAPs testing over reading and math in January 

and are excited to see continued growth when we test again in the spring.  The 

students have been working really hard so far this year and have done a great job 

of handling everything that has been thrown at them.  Currently, we are working 

on ratios, rates, and data analysis in math.  In reading, we are beginning our 3rd  

novel of the year, Williwaw!. In science, we are learning about animals and how to 

use a dichotomous key.   

 
 

Cursive Writing  
Third Grade 

 
Learning how to read and write in cursive is something all of the third 
graders at Shell Creek do. This is not an easy task. Cursive writing 
takes a lot of practice. It is essentially learning how to make each    
letter of the alphabet in a new way, learning how to connect the letters 
to each other and then being able to read it.  Although it can be tough 
and time consuming for the students, many of them end up writing in 
cursive beautifully and then choose to use cursive instead of print    
because they like it so much. Cursive writing is a skill that is fun to 
watch the students learn and master throughout the year! 
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Students meeting their 1st semester Accelerated Reader Goals enjoyed a Movie Party in the gym, 
along with popcorn and soda.  Congratulations to all of our “Magic of Reading” Students!!  

Kindergarten and 1st Grade Students had a super fun 
time creating Gingerbread Houses with the 5th and 
6th Graders.  This year the students used poptarts as 
the basic house.  Everyone thought they turned out         
fantastic!! Thank you to Mrs. Jarecki and Mrs. Sprunk 
for arranging this special activity!  

Congratulations to Addisyn Sutton and Faitau Perkins for being our Viking Way Students!  They are 
both exceptionally hard working students who exhibit the Viking Way model.  
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Teachers held a Thank you week for 
the Platte Center Elementary Paras 
and support staff who work          
diligently to provide one-on-one help 
to students!  Your dedication does 
not go unnoticed!  
 
The Platte Center teachers showed 
their appreciation all week long! 
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Christ Lutheran School joins with other Lutheran schools across the country during National       

Lutheran Schools Week. Observed this year from Jan. 24th-29th, we celebrate our Lutheran heritage 

along with over 1900 schools from Preschools through high schools across the country.  This annual 

event offers our congregation and school the opportunity to rejoice together in the partnership we 

have in sharing God’s grace and mercy, as we provide another year of spiritual training and           

educational preparation to the next generation of faithful Christian servants.  

 

This year’s theme is “Sent to Serve”.  Christ Lutheran School embraces this theme since we foster 

student growth to help them learn about the community and how to better serve our community.  

The students participate in a week-long virtual mission trip to Thailand.  Each morning begins with a 

school assembly devotion led by a school parent.  Students really enjoy the dress up theme for each 

day from “America” to “Decades Day”.   

 

The upper grade class has studied the U.S. history from late 1880s-1920.  They created radio shows 

in the style of Edward R. Murrow reporting on key events from that time. The students also         

participated in a board game simulation of World War I during which they studied the strategies  

involved in the global conflict.  In addition, the students examined the roles Nebraskans played in the 

war effort.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The middle grade class has several fun activities planned for January and February.  At the end of  

January and February, the 2nd -4th grade students will participate in 4H activities.  Then the class will 

travel to Lincoln to visit the state capitol.   

 

Christ Lutheran School welcomes new families to join our community.  We offer Christ-centered 

education for Preschool-8th grades with qualified teachers, one to on devices, and low student-to-

teacher ratios.  Registration for the 2020-2021 school year opens in February.  If you are interested 

in more information or to schedule a tour, please contact the school office at 402-564-3531 or   

jweber@christlutheran.esu7.org .   Christ Lutheran Early Childhood Community offers After School 

Care for CLS families.  For more information about Christ Lutheran Early Childhood Community, 

please email Hailey Phelps at clearlychildhood@christlutheran.esu7.org . 

mailto:jweber@christlutheran.esu7.org
mailto:clearlychildhood@christlutheran.esu7.org
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“Sent to Serve” is the theme for the 2021 National Lutheran 
Schools Week celebration. The associated scripture verse is     
Matthew 20:28 which says: 
 

“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many” 
 

We are excited to participate in National Lutheran Schools Week 
activities the last week of January.  In this event, Lutheran schools 
thank God for the opportunity to provide excellent academic     
preparation for the children they serve and for the opportunity to 
share Jesus’ amazing love with students and their families. 
 

National Lutheran Schools Week gives schools the ability to       
proclaim these great blessings within the communities they 
serve.  Lutheran schools are amazing incubators for faithful witness 
of God’s love through Christ by teachers and students alike.  Our 
students will enjoy different and fun activities during Lutheran 
Schools Week. 
  

Our Boys and Girls basketball teams are eager to kick off their 
games in the month of January!  We have our first game on       
January 14th.  We team up with Christ Lutheran School in this 
event.  We are thankful for the new uniforms for boys and girls, 
which an anonymous donor paid for.    
 

We are thankful for the start of the new year and look forward to 
God’s blessings for everyone! 
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  Lakeview Education Foundation   

Mission Statement: Inspire investment in scholarships, innovative programs and facilities that enhance the       

educational experience and opportunities for students & faculty of Lakeview Community Schools 

Each year the Lakeview Education Foundation awards several scholarships to graduates of Lakeview 

High School. Seniors, please note the April 1 deadline to apply for the Foundation scholarships.  

2020 scholarship recipients have used the funds awarded to them in a variety of ways. The foundation 

reached out to a few recipients to highlight how they are using their scholarships. 

 Ashley Behlen is attending Wayne State College majoring in Elementary Education. The scholarships 

she earned helped her pay for tuition and also motivated her to keep good grades and work hard. She 

says, "The best thing about Lakeview is how much of a family we are, and how everyone cares for 

everyone."  

Makenna Frenzen is planning to obtain her degree in Communication Sciences and disorders with the 

goal of becoming a speech pathologist. She stated her scholarship helped her pay for classes that she 

needs in order to complete her major at UNL. She enjoys returning to Lakeview events to cheer for 

her twin sisters.  

Emily Stevenson is attending the UNL majoring in hospitality, restaurant and tourism management 

with a minor in leadership and communications. Emily used her scholarship to become more involved 

on campus, and it helped her complete an internship at Champions Run in Omaha over winter break. 

She enjoyed returning to the Homecoming Football game to see old classmates and the new senior 

class. 

Carsten Loseke is attending the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and is majoring in Agriculture       

Economics living on east campus. The scholarship helped him with tuition, room and board. Carsten 

enjoyed returning home this fall to watch Viking football and to help his family harvest.  

Evan Tessendorf is attending the UNL with an Agribusiness major. He used the scholarship to help 

with tuition and housing at the AGR fraternity. He is grateful for the education he received at Lake-

view especially in math. He has enjoyed attending football games, watching Striv whenever he could 

and cheering for the girls’ volleyball team at the state tournament. 

It is the hope of the Lakeview Foundation by investing in the young people of Lakeview they will     

return to Columbus and continue to support Lakeview community schools.  

Please remember the Foundation when giving memorials, in your estate plan and watch for updates 

for this year’s Big Red Night to be held at the end of July. 

 "An investment in the Lakeview Educational Foundation is an investment in our School, 

our Students, our Future." 
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www.lakeview.esu7.org 

Dear Parent(s) of soon to be Kindergarten students, 

 

 It’s time to register your Kindergarten student for the 2021-
2022 school year.  State law requires a child to have reached his 
or her fifth (5

th
) birthday on or before July 31

st
 of the current year. 

 Registration will be held at the Lakeview Community Schools 
District Office (the Junior/Senior high school building) located at 
3744 83

rd
 Street, Columbus on February 19th from 9:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m.  Your child does not need to attend.   

 You will need to bring your child’s state certified birth          
certificate (no copies), immunization records, and 2 forms of     
residence verification (signed lease/mortgage, phone/electric bill).   

 If your child does not plan to attend Kindergarten in the     
Lakeview District, please contact the District Office as soon as 
possible. 

 If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call at 
402-564-8518 between 8:00am - 4:30pm. 

 We can’t wait to meet the newest member of the Viking   
Family!  See you at Registration! 
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The Lakeview FBLA Chapter is sponsoring the 20th annual Wall of Fame Award to be presented to a 
deserving alumnus of Lakeview High School. Our past recipients have been Ms. Kris Saalfeld Malk-
oski, Mr. Chuck Kinzer, Mrs. Arlis Goering Plummer, Mr. James Pillen, Ms. Cathy Swoboda Curtis, 
Mrs. Jan Rodehorst Went, Mrs. Jill Rodehorst Goedeken, Mrs. Ivy Bakenhus Klug, Mrs. Jackie Staack 
Runge, Mr. John Bruckner, Mrs. Rachael Wilke Rodehorst, Mrs. Gwen Franzen Sander, Mr. Quinten 
Lyon, Mr. Edward Kinzer, Mr. Brent Gehring, Mr. Craig Franzen, Mrs. Judy Dicke, the late James 
Wilke, and Mrs. Tammy Lyons. We will once again be honoring an outstanding graduate who has 
contributed to their community and has shown outstanding leadership skills. The nominees should 
be people who have been successful in their career and have exceptional character. They must be a 
Lakeview graduate.  
 
If you would like to nominate someone, please fill out this form and return it to Lakeview by Febru-
ary 19th. We will then send applications to the nominees and a selection committee will choose the 
recipient of the award. The award will be presented at the Honors Night Program in May and their 
names will be displayed on a plaque in the school. 
 
Thank you for taking part in this project. Your time is greatly appreciated. 
 
Your name:  _____________________________________________ 
 
Phone number:  __________________________________________ 
 
Name of nominee:  _______________________________________ 
 
Address:  _______________________________________________ 
 
City:  __________________________ State:  ______  ZIP:  ______ 
 
Phone number:  ____________________________ 
 
Year of graduation:  _______________ 
 
Why you believe they deserve this honor: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________ 
 

 

 
Nomination Due:  February 19th 

 (Send to) 
Lakeview FBLA 

3744 – 83d St. Columbus, NE  68601 
 

WALL OF FAME  
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Booster Club has lots of new Lakeview items! Call Crystal Klug at 

402-910-1289 to set up a time to shop for your Lakeview gear. 
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